GLENBROOK CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
CONSTITUTION — April 2006

MEMBERSHIP

Membership shall be open to those who have professed repentance towards God and faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ. Each applicant is to be given a copy of this Constitution and Declaration of
Faith before being interviewed by a person appointed by the Elders.

On being satisfied, as far as we are able to determine, that the person belongs to Christ and is in
agreement with this Constitution and Declaration of Faith, he/she would be welcomed into
membership on the first convenient Sunday.

A list of the changes in membership shall be made available to all church members annually.

Should a member be deemed not to be walking according to Biblical teaching (2 Thes 3:14-15),
the Elders will exercise discipline in accordance with Scripture in order to preserve the church
fellowship of such a person. The church will be called together at which time the Elders will explain
the action taken.

Members absenting themselves habitually from church services shall be contacted. The Elders
would make every effort to restore such a person into fellowship, failing which, he/she shall be
removed from fellowship.

ELDERS

Elders shall be appointed from among the male members of the church to share its pastoral
oversight. There shall be no stipulated number of Elders and no time limit fixed for their service,
but, upon a resolution of a special church meeting, an Elder’s office may be terminated forthwith.
The resignation of an Elder from office shall be regarded as existing from the time he notifies the
church, or if notice is given in advance, from the date indicated by him. In the absence of Elders,
the Deacons shall perform the function of Elders, until such time as new Elders are appointed.

DEACONS

Deacons shall be appointed from among the male members of the church to serve. There shall
be no stipulated number of Deacons and no time limit fixed for their service, but upon a resolution
of a special church meeting, a Deacon’s serve may be terminated forthwith.

The resignation of a Deacon from serving shall be regarded as existing from the time he notifies
the church, or if notice is given in advance, from the date indicated by him.

APPONTMENT OF ELDERS/DEACONS

When it is perceived that there is need for additional Elders or Deacons, members will be asked
to read the relevant Scriptures as they pray for God’'s guidance before nominating men as
“Overseers”. On receiving these nominations, the Elders would seek God’s guidance. Any
nominees subsequently approached by them would be asked to give the matter prayerful
consideration. Appointments being confirmed by the church at a special church meeting. Elders
and Deacons shall meet regularly for prayer and fellowship either separately or together as they
shall agree that circumstances demand.
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CHURCH MEETINGS

General church meetings shall be held in January; April and September each Year. An audited
statement of accounts shall be made available at the January meeting.

Special church meetings shall be called by the Elders when considered necessary by them.

It is hoped that resolutions brought to the meeting by the Elders will find unanimous acceptance,
however if FOUR or more members present at the meeting are unable to accept a resolution a
vote will be called for when a TWO-THIRDS majority will be sufficient to adopt the resolution.

Should the majority not be reached the Elders are to reconsider the original resolution at their
next meeting.

Resolutions approved at a church meeting shall be considered as binding on the whole church.

General and Special Business meetings shall require at least 7 members, not including Elders
and Deacons, to be present whenever important decisions have to be made.

AUXILIARY CHURCH MEETING / ACTIVITIES

All such meetings / activities require the approval of the Eldership and confirmation of the church
when presented as a resolution. Appointment to leadership of an auxiliary meeting / activity shall
be approved by the Elders. No person shall become such a leader who is not a member of the
church.The word “Auxiliary” is an all encompassing term (e.g. Ladies Monday Club; Focus
Group).

FUNDS

Church and auxiliary accounts shall be audited annually by persons appointed by the Deacons
and copies of balance sheets will be available to the Church Treasurer for inclusion in the
Financial Statement.

As a general rule collections are not taken during services, however, the bible teaches us not to
be careless about our giving. All members need to appreciate the financial responsibility laid upon
each individual member to enable the church to be maintained whilst providing for those “sent
out” and engaged in Christian work elsewhere.

MARRIAGE SERVICES

These will be conducted for those who satisfy the Elders that they are Christian believers who are
walking in fellowship with the Lord and His people at the time of their request. The decision to
accept requests for such a service to rest with the Elders.

In the case of divorced persons the Elders will consider the circumstances in each individual case,
bearing in mind the relevance of Scripture, before consenting to re-marriage.

Requests for marriage from non-members of this church may be considered, subject to enquiry
into their faith from the Elders.
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USE OF CHURCH PREMISES

Members may request the use of the church premises for other than normal meetings. Requests
to be made to the Deacons for their approval.

In the absence of a caretaker the person in charge shall make all the arrangements for the
opening, heating, lighting etc. of the premises and ensuring the security of the buildings at the
close of the event. This responsibility also applies to leaders of the various auxiliary meetings.

Children are NOT to be left on the premises unattended.

MODIFICATIONS TO THIS CONSTITUTION

If at anytime it is considered necessary to change any part of this constitution the Elders would
give due notice of this and call a special church meeting to consider such changes.
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GLENBROOK CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

1. We believe in the verbal inspiration and infallibility of the 66 books of Holy Scripture as
originally given; we hold these to be the Word of God, authoritative in its pronouncements
in all matters of faith and practice.

2. That God is one, revealed in scripture as a Trinity of persons in essential unity, existing
externally as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (Matt 28:19, 2 Cor 13:14.)

3. That Jesus Christ is God manifest in flesh, born of the virgin Mary, thus being perfect God
and perfect Man. (Isa 7:14, Matt 1:18-25, Luke 1:35.)

4. That the death of Christ on the Cross was substitutionary in character, a propitiatory
sacrifice by which reconciliation is effected between God and Man. (2 Cor 5:21, 1 Peter
3:18.)

5. That our Lord Jesus Christ literally and physically rose from the dead. That He was seen
by His disciples “during forty days,” and that He ascended in His glorified body to the right
hand of God. (Acts 1:3, 9, Mark 16:19.)

6. That there is one mediator between God and Man, Himself Man, Christ Jesus. (1Tim 2:5
RV.)

7. That He will return in person to take His people to be with Himself, to set up His kingdom
in power and glory, and to be the judge of all mankind. (1 Thess 4:13-17, Matt 25:31-32)

8.  That the Holy Spirit is a divine Person, that other Counsellor who was sent down to earth
at Pentecost to indwell every true believer, having incorporated him into one Body, so that
every Christian is a member of that Body, the church universal. (John 14:16-17, 1 Cor
12:13)

9. That through the fall of the first Adam sin entered into the world, and death by sin. From
that time mankind has been in darkness and under the shadow of death, the only release
from this condition being through the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit by means of the
Gospel. (Eph 2:1-5, Rom 5:12, 1 Peter 2:24.)

10. That salvation is entirely by grace through faith in Christ Jesus; not of works, lest any man
should glory. (Eph 2:8-9, RV.)

11. That there will be a resurrection of the dead both just and unjust; that the former will enjoy
eternal life, and the latter will suffer eternal punishment. (Matt 25:46, John 5:28-29, Rev
20:15.)

12. That “the whole world is in the power of the evil one,” to whom Scripture refers as the god
and prince of this age, the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world (1John 5:19,
2 Cor 4:4, John 12:31, Rev 12:9.)
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